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great, for to add to our trouble the provisions were nearly
exhausted; what I had estimated sufficient for more than
a fortnight had been devoured in ten days. Any one who
has traveled with Asiatics or Africans knows the enor-
mous quantities of food these people can stow away, and
their great improvidence: and so, in this case, nearly
a hundred pounds of mutton, forty pounds of butter, and
a large bag of tsarnba had been disposed of in a few days,
and we were reduced to eating mutton tallow with our
tea and tsamba. A small bag of rice, and another of
choma, which i fortunately discovered in my Tientsin
boy's Mt? where he had secreted them for his future and
private delectation, helped us to stave off the pangs of
hunger.

We crossed the valley and commenced the ascent of the
range to the south, but were able to go only a few miles,
all the horses but two giving out long before we reached
the summit; violent squalls of snow and hail overtook us,
so, after abandoning a large part of our luggage on the
mountain side, we finally gave up in despair, and finding
some springs with a deserted 'camp near-by,
we decided to rest for a day or two, and
send Dowe ahead to explore, and, iF pos-
sible, reach a Tibetan camp and secure
assistance.

The next day he returned with two wild-
looking fellows, and four yak. These men
consented to take us as far as the camp of NOR-BU JYABO~<GOI>
their chief, Nam-is'o Pur-dung, for eight
china cups (worth about twenty cents), but
would not make any bargain to go farther before getting
Ms consent They said that in the Ra-jong valley and
all the surrounding country rain and snow were nearly
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